
THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM 

 
I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD. Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together: Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the testimony of 

Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the LORD. For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. Pray 

for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. For my 

brethren and companions’ sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee. Because of the house of the LORD our God I will seek thy 

good.  

- Psalm 122 

 

BASIC LAW: JERUSALEM, CAPITOL OF ISRAEL  

(1) Jerusalem, complete and united, is the capitol of Israel. (2) Jerusalem is the seat of the President of the State, the Knesset, 

the Government and the Supreme Court… (5) The jurisdiction of Jerusalem includes, as pertaining to this basic law, among 

others, all of the area that is described in the appendix of the proclamation expanding the borders of municipal Jerusalem 

beginning the 20
th

 of Sivan 5727 (June 28, 1967)… (6) No authority that is stipulated in the law of the State of Israel or of the 

Jerusalem Municipality may be transferred either permanently or for an allotted period of time to a foreign body, whether 

political, governmental or to any other similar type of foreign body. (7) Clauses 5 and 6 shall not be modified except by a Basic 

Law passed by a majority of the members of the Knesset. 

- 17
th

 Av, 5740 (July 30, 1980)  

 

 

 

 

RUSSIA’S ANNEXATION OF CRIMEA: IS MR. PUTIN GOING SOUTH? 

 

 In 2010 the Lord began to speak to my heart about events that were soon to take place in relationship 

to the peace of Jerusalem. After the Gaza flotilla raid in May 2010 and Turkey’s escalating antagonism 

toward Israel (though in remission today, it still simmers hot under the surface), His Spirit began to make it 

clear to me in studying the prophecy of Ezekiel 38 – 39 that there would be shifts in the Middle East of epic 

proportions. I saw that just as Iraq’s former strength had failed resulting in the predominance of Iran in the 

Shiite world, so would the leadership of Egypt in the south and Syria in the north begin to wane in 

proportion to the rising of Turkey’s star over the world of the Sunni. It became clear to me that these 

changes in positions of ruling powers would lead, on the surface, to a push for an immediate establishment 

of a Palestinian State, but in reality to an ultimate drive to remove Israel from East Jerusalem, the Temple 

Mount and all territory that it has occupied since 1967. Eventually this lust to wrest Jerusalem from the 

hands of the children of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob would lead to the war Ezekiel saw, Israel’s victory, the 

complete annexation of the Temple Mount and rebuilding of the Temple by Israel, and the beginning of the 

70
th

 seven-year period spoken of by Daniel (not necessarily in that order). In November 2010 when I 

preached on these things briefly in English, I had no idea just how quickly they would begin to occur.
1
 By 

the time I preached on them in Murmansk two months later in January 2011 more extensively in Russian the 

Tunisian Revolution had already begun, and while I was finishing the series the Egyptian Revolution began! 

Now, I truly believe that the flotilla raid of 2010 was the first of many “hooks” put “into the jaws” of Gog. 

 For nearly a year I wanted to write these thoughts down in an article so that others could read, be 

prepared and know how to pray, but felt that I needed to just wait and watch. The “Arab Spring” wound so 

tightly, however, and the time began ticking forward so quickly that there was no time left for delay, and, in 

2011, I first published this article in both Russian and English. In Russian it has been read more widely than 

perhaps anything else I’ve ever written. 

 In the original version of this article I went to great lengths to share a vision for Russia as one of the 

nations that would hopefully stand in support of Israel and not fight against God’s Chosen. I believed firmly 

that Russia did not have to step into the role of Gog and Magog if it didn’t want to. I still believe that. Just as 

the king of Ninevah repented when he heard the warnings of Jonah, so, I believe, Russia could choose to not 

come under the wrath of God. Alas, for all my belief and all my love for Russia, I knew in my spirit from the 

outset of the Crimean crisis this year that Vladimir Putin was executing a plan he had conceived in his heart 

with other leaders of Russia to re-establish an empire that would extend its influence to all the territory of 

the former Soviet Union and beyond. Crimea was the first step, but its importance for Jerusalem is found in 

its geographical location on the prophetic map of Ezekiel! 
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Putin is the shrewdest politician and strongest world leader of our generation. He enjoys the 

overwhelming support of the Russian population and rules his empire as a tsar. He controls the largest 

stockpile of nuclear warheads in the world; a thoroughly modern military force; a seat at the UN Security 

Council; and untold riches in oil, gas, land, and potable water. He personally holds a Darth-Vader-

seemingly-telekinetic grip over every aspect of Russian life – from religion, to speech, to press, to assembly, 

to the very pursuit of every man’s happiness. Nonetheless, he enjoys the public support of the religious 

leadership of the nation. Amongst the churches of Russia (here I mean not just the Orthodox but especially 

the Protestant, Evangelical and Pentecostal) there is nary a voice that rises above the din of populist 

propaganda in opposition to the path the Russian troika is being hurtled down. If there is, it is little more 

than a voice crying in the wilderness. I must admit, Mr. Putin completely outfoxed me! I had no idea in 2011 

that he would make such progress from 2012 – 2014. My only consolation is that, as Amos famously said, “I 

am not a prophet, nor the son of a prophet” (Amos 7:14) – just a shepherd and a gatherer of fruit who loves 

the nation that God made his home. 

And, so, though we see through a glass darkly, and another year will likely sharpen our 

understanding of Biblical prophecy to a finer edge, if we are to pray for the peace of Jerusalem today, we 

cannot overlook Crimea’s annexation by Russia and Vladimir Putin’s projection of influence over the 

nations of Ezekiel’s prophecy, including Turkey, nor can we ignore his vision for Jerusalem and the world 

as a whole. 

A couple of days after his landmark speech in Munich at the Conference on Security Policy about the 

need for a multi-polar, new-world order Mr. Putin visited Jordan. Arising from the the spot on the Jordan 

River where Jesus is said to have been baptized, Mr. Putin answered the question of one reporter as to why 

he gave such a speech, finishing his response by quoting the Gospel of John: 

 

And, finally, most important, I am deeply convinced of everything that I said; every word of it was true. 

That really is how things are in our world. I don’t comfort myself with the hope or nurse the illusion that 

after my speech in Munich everything will change tomorrow. Of course not! But let us remember that 

today we were here together in Jordan in a place of biblical significance. Let us remember what it says in 

the Bible. It is said there: “In the beginning was the Word.” My point is that gradually the right and 

necessary positive changes will be happening in the world. And we will build a more just world, a more 

democratic world, together with our partners, including our American partners, with their direct and 

immediate participation.
2
 

 

 One thing about Putin, if you listen carefully to what he’s saying, he always telegraphs his punches. 

I’ll never forget the moment I heard him on TV correlating his word to the Word of God and speaking of the 

world Russia would craft together with his “American partners.”  From that day till now, things have really 

progressed. Russia has confirmed over and again its vision for a divided Jerusalem as the capitol of a new 

Palestinian State.
3
 Iran, Syria and Crimea have proven that the Kremlin can do pretty much anything it 

wants in the non-NATO world and get nothing more than a scolding and some sanctions from the US and 

Europe. Putin has the world at bay! He’s worked hard to polish his image as a friend of the Jews and the last 

bastion of Christian morality in the world. (And he’s got people like Pat Buchanan on his side!
4
). If a tree 

can be known by its fruit, then Mr. Putin is neither of these things, and he certainly has no interest in any 

type of peace in Jerusalem other than on the terms that he dictates.
5
 

 

ZION’S PEACE: THE SEMINAL ISSUE IN EZEKIEL’S PROPHECY 

 

 Amongst the amazing revelations given to Ezekiel, the one that reveals a time frame for the future 

war also reveals the key issue at stake. In 39:9 he speaks of the cities of Israel burning the weapons of the 

fallen armies of Gog for a period of seven years. If this seven-year period corresponds to the 70
th

 seven-year 
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period that is spoken of in Daniel 9:24-27, then Ezekiel is speaking of events that will foreshadow and usher 

in the final seven years before Christ’s return.  

 Now, Daniel clearly states that the “seventy weeks are determined upon thy people (the Jews) and 

upon thy holy city (Jerusalem).” Further, he is caused to understand that there will be a vast period of time 

between the 69
th

 seven-year period and the final 70
th

, but that the beginning of the 70
th

 will be signified by 

the signing of a treaty for peace under the patronage of “the prince” of the “people… that shall destroy the 

city and the sanctuary.” This is he who is known in the New Testament as the Antichrist or the man of sin; it 

is he who shall make “the abomination of desolation” in the Holy Place that Jesus referenced (Matthew 

24:15). Clearly, he will be the ruler of the Roman Empire (which would correlate, if this were to occur in 

our day, to the European Union); he will lead the effort to bring peace to the Holy Land, but in the end will 

desecrate the Temple. Note, this means that just assuredly as God has re-gathered the people of Israel to the 

Land (as prophesied in Ezekiel 37), so shall the Temple be rebuilt on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. This 

may occur before the final seven-year period begins, or it may occur after the events of Ezekiel 38-39 during 

the first years of the 70
th

 week of Daniel’s prophecy, which seems likely to me. 

 So, what is the seminal issue? Jerusalem and, in particular, the Temple Mount – Zion. 

 

WHO IS GOG AND WHAT NATIONS WILL HE LEAD? 

 

 The Biblical record divides the world into four corners in the following manner
6
 which, incidentally, 

do not equate to exact directions as we understand them today: 

 

1. The North: the land generally between the Euphrates and the Tigris from the Persian Gulf to the 

rivers’ source in the Caucasus Mountains. This land is possessed by Assyria with its capitol, 

Ninevah, on the Tigris and Babylon on the Euphrates. At its northern most extremes it takes in the 

lands known as Magog, Meshech, Tubal, Gomer and the House of Togarmah in Ezekiel’s prophecy. 

Strangely enough, Libya (known also as “Put”) and all of Northern Africa to the west of Egypt 

historically fits under the authority of these lands at Ezekiel’s time. 

2. The South: Egypt, Ethiopia (known also as “Cush”) and the Arabian Peninsula (known as “Dedan” 

and “Sheba” in Ezekiel 38:13). 

3. The East: Haran is seen as the gateway to these lands, though as a part of the northern lands of 

Assyria. This is all the land to the east from the Tigris, in particular Persia. 

4. The West: All the land that is to the west of the Black Sea along the northern coast of the 

Mediterranean: Greece, Rome, etc.  

 

 Magog is a catch-all name for the northern lands under the leadership of the chief prince of Meshech 

and Tubal, Gog. It, together with the House of Torgamah, included the territory of the Southern Caucasus 

that today belongs to Turkey, Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan. Meshech, Tubal, and Gomer take in the 

whole of Turkey today as well as Crimea, whose name is taken from the descendants of Gomer, the 

Cimmerians. The House of Togarmah is said in Ezekiel 38:6 to be the farthest point north under 

consideration. In other words, these are lands from Crimea, around the eastern bank of the Black Sea, 

encompassing the Caucasus, and extending south to modern-day Syria and west to take in the whole of 

Turkey. There is no doubt that Turkey is being singled out in Ezekiel’s vision as the lead nation in this 

attack against Israel. But who will stand behind Turkey and why? 

 The other participants in the war against Israel can be identified as follows:  Persia is chiefly 

correlated to Iran, but also takes in territories that belong to Azerbaijan and Afghanistan today.  Ethiopia 

(Cush) includes modern-day Sudan and perhaps Ethiopia. Libya (Put) is still Libya, but also takes in 

Tunisia, Algiers and, perhaps, parts of Morocco. 

 Those who stand aside in a neutral position, not supporting the war but also not intervening to stop it, 

are Sheba – today’s Yemen; Dedan – modern Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, the Emirates, Oman and 

Bahrain; and Tarshish (a son of Javan, see below), which is a bit more difficult to identify but likely refers to 

territories along the northern coast of the Mediterranean and in particular on the southern coast of Spain. 

Thus, it likely refers today to the nations of the European Union and their descendant nations of North and 

South America (the “young lions thereof”), in other words – the West. 
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 Concerning Gog, it is very likely that, just as the King of Tyrus serves as a prophetic symbol of 

Satan in Ezekiel 28:12, so Gog is the actual Gyges, the King of Lydia (Western Asia Minor) who died just 

20 years before the birth of Ezekiel. Thus, he serves as a prophetic symbol of a future leader who will unite 

these nations in battle against Israel. It seems likely that his headquarters for the invasion will be in western 

Turkey – in Istanbul, known in history as Constantinople, the capitol of the eastern leg of the Roman 

Empire. Scholars have for hundreds of years referred to this Gog as the Eastern Antichrist.
7
 He will act 

under the spiritual leadership of the Prince of Persia (Daniel 10:20) and usher in the appearance of the 

Western Antichrist under the spiritual leadership of the Prince of Greece (Daniel 10:20).
8
 It’s interesting to 

note that the Septuagint translates Numbers 24:7 as “…and his king shall be higher than Gog” and Amos 7:1 

as “…and, behold, one locust – Gog, the king.” This seems to support the idea of Gog being an actual 

historical character that represents a spiritual ruler working through a man with authority on the earth. 

 Following is a map of the Middle East showing the probable configuration of modern nations in 

Ezekiel’s prophecy. Those in green ARE NOT indicated by the prophecy, those in red ARE, those in orange 

and yellow MAY BE. Note how Israel is surrounded by a seeming wall of safety (“the land of unwalled 

villages… that are at rest, that dwell safely”), his traditional enemies to the north and south having been 

subdued. 

 
 

 

WHAT ARE THE TWO MOST SPECTACULAR REVELATIONS GIVEN TO EZEKIEL? 

 

 Hands down, the first is that he saw his own people being taken from all the nations of the earth and 

returned to Israel as masters of the Promised Land. This vision came to him in captivity when it seemed 

there was no hope for his people. It took more than 2500 years, but in 1948 it began to manifest, and in 1967 

with the capture of Jerusalem it was fulfilled. 

 The second great revelation is of who would NOT be included in this war. He was shown that the 

attack would be led from the north, but neither of the great masters of the north in Ezekiel’s day would be 

included. Babylon (Iraq) and Assyria (Syria and Jordan) are excluded from his list. Tyre (Lebanon), by the 
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way, also doesn’t make it. Further the coalition from the South would not include Egypt. In fact, Egypt is 

nowhere to be found in this vision, though it has been, since time immemorial, the greatest player in all 

Middle East strategies. Cush (Sudan) and Put (Libya), the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 sons of Ham are on the roster, but 

Mizraim (Egypt) and Canaan (Palestine) are completely excluded! Further, the starting lineup includes the 

1
st
, 2

nd
, 5

th
 and 6

th
 sons of Japheth but not his other sons: Madai (Northern Iran/Iraq, likely refers to Kurds), 

Javan (Greece) and Tiras (Eastern Europe along the western coast of the Black Sea). Finally, the 3
rd

 son of 

Gomer, Togarmah, is singled out above his two elder brothers, Ashkenaz and Riphath (see below), though as 

sons of Gomer they, too, must be included. 

  

THE TIES THAT BIND 

 

 For years growing up and listening to eschatological teaching I was saturated in the standard Cold-

War-era interpretation of the prophecies concerning Gog and Magog in Ezekiel 38-39 as referring to Russia, 

or more broadly to the Soviet Union. I knew that, though largely a Western interpretation, it was not 

exclusive to the West and had, in fact, found support even amongst Russian historians hundreds of years ago 

who sought to establish the origins of the Russian people. However, by September 1993, when I was first 

moving to live in Russia, it had become obvious to me that the threat to Jerusalem’s peace was not to be 

found lingering in Marxism or the already defunct Soviet Union. 

 Whatever Ezekiel saw and however he expressed it must be interpreted within the context of the 

Bible, the geography of the prophet’s world, and the vocabulary of his mind. Read the well-put argument of 

the Bible Knowledge Commentary, speaking from the standpoint of the Dallas Theological Seminary in 

1985:  

 

Should these names be connected with the Soviet Union? One must first identify the areas against 

which Ezekiel prophesied and then determine the countries that occupy those land areas today. 

Ezekiel’s  does not point to “Russia” merely because the words sound similar. Neither should one 

identify “Meshech” with “Moscow” or “Tubal” with “Tobolsk.” Ezekiel had historical places in 

mind (not modern-day names) and these areas must be located in Ezekiel’s time. However, while one 

must avoid dogmatic assertions, three reasons suggest including the Soviet Union within Ezekiel’s 

prophecy: (1) Some of the countries named by Ezekiel were located in what is now Russia. (2) The 

armies are said to come “from the far north” (Ezek. 38:6, 15; 39:2). This probably includes the land 

bridge between the Black and Caspian Seas, now part of the Soviet Union. (3) Ezekiel spoke of a 

coalition of several nations, many of whom are today aligned with or under the influence of the Soviet 

Union. 
9
  

 

When first published in 2011, I stated in this article the following:  

 

Please note: (1) today none of the countries are located in what is now Russia, (2) the land bridge 

between the Black and Caspian Seas to the south of the Caucasus Mountains is not today a part of 

Russia, and (3) today the Soviet Union does not exist and the countries Ezekiel spoke of are neither 

aligned with nor under any great influence of the Russian Federation.  

  

How gravely I underestimated Vladimir Putin, not understanding, or, for love of Russia, not wanting to 

understand, how deep the hooks had already been set in his jaw! Since then, and especially after his return to 

presidential power in 2012, major changes have been wrought that place Russia once again at the forefront 

of Ezekiel’s prophetic lineup. Following the path that has now been taken in Crimea, he has, in one fell 

swoop, positioned Russia to command the Black Sea, completely stymied U.S. and European efforts to 

impose their vision on to Russia, raised his own esteem in the eyes of nearly every nation of the East, and 

projected Russia as the major player in the Middle East. The West today is worried about Putin annexing 

more territory of the former Soviet Union, but his focus is turning toward the south. Watch for him in 

Istanbul and in Tbilisi, and you may see him next on the road to Jerusalem. 
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Clearly today (1) much of the land mentioned by Ezekiel IS located in Russia, (2) the land bridge 

between the Black and Caspian Seas to the south of the Caucasus Mountains is aligning itself politically 

with the Kremlin, and, (3) if not the Soviet Union, the Russian Empire is coming anew into existence, 

aligning all of the countries of Ezekiel’s prophecy under its influence! 

Nonetheless, it’s important to understand that the prophet was not speaking of future races but of 

specific lands. (In fact, 38:2 states “the land of Magog.”) All people are born of Adam, spread throughout 

the earth through the three sons of Noah, and redeemed unto God in Christ Jesus, “our peace, who hath 

made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us” (Ephesians 2:14). The 

burdens of prophecy are always directed toward cities, lands and nations as ruled by princes both natural and 

supernatural. Obviously, if Ezekiel had been speaking of the races that would come of the grandchildren of 

Noah and not the lands that they settled, then his prophecy would encompass much more than Russia but all 

the nations of the world today (and, perhaps more than any other, the great “melting pot” of the United 

States). But he was not speaking of races; he was speaking of lands. The unifying force in Russia today, or 

what Putin calls “the spiritual tie that binds our multi-national fabric,” is Russian culture based in the 

religious foundation of the Russian Orthodox Church with an understanding of Moscow as the Third Rome. 

This same religious-cultural regime is what binds all of the other nations of Ezekiel’s prophecy together as 

well, only it is known there as Islam. 

 Turkey has 74 million Muslims, comprising 98% of its total population. Though it has a secular, 

democratic government, it is positioning itself as the new leader in the so-called Arab world (though “Arab” 

here is not really a correct term). Considering Turkey was the ruling force of the Ottoman Empire from 

1300-1924 (a mere 90 years ago) and saw itself as the leader of the great Islamic Caliphate that existed from 

622 until the fall of the Ottoman Empire, it should not seem strange to see its modern ambitions to bring all 

of the Muslim nations mentioned by Ezekiel back under its wing. The Islamic Caliphate, as understood by 

the Sunni, is democratic. It represents a form of democracy becoming more and more popular today (well 

represented in Russia) – a totalitarian democracy, where lawfully elected representatives maintain the 

integrity of a nation state whose citizens, while granted the right to vote, have little or no participation in the 

decision-making process of the government.
10

 

The people that populate these Islamic nations are steeped in religious propaganda that envisions the 

wresting of Jerusalem away from Israel. More and more they see Putin, a staunch supporter of a divided 

Jerusalem as the capitol of a new Palestinian State, as the man that can get this done. Under their own brand 

of democracy, the ruling powers are uniting to fulfill the will of the people in action against Israel. This 

sentiment to divide Jerusalem and conquer the Holy Land will eventually unite Iran with Turkey and Turkey 

with Russia and these countries with Northern Africa. They, from the midst of whom Israel has been 

returned to the Land, shall say in their hearts as Pharaoh of old: “Why have we done this, that we have let 

Israel go from serving us?” (Exodus 14:5). But we dare not miss that it is God who says: “I will harden 

Pharaoh’s heart, that he shall follow after them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; 

that the Egyptians may know that I am the Lord” (Exodus 14:4). 

 

  

HOW THEN SHOULD WE PRAY? 

 

 Peace is shalom, and first and foremost it means wholeness. A divided Jerusalem is not a peaceful 

Jerusalem. Above all pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 

 When Daniel read the prophecies of Jeremiah (see Daniel 9:2) he began to pray for their fulfillment – 

that God would return the captivity of Judah. He didn’t just assume that since Jeremiah prophesied, then it 

would automatically come to pass. He knew the importance of agreeing with the Word, confessing it, and 

praying in accordance with it. He also didn’t try to explain it away or put it off to another generation. It’s 

time for the Church to look at Jerusalem and realize that all is being fulfilled before our very eyes. How long 

will it take before the prophecy of Ezekiel 38 - 39 is fulfilled? Well, it may be decades, or it may be months. 

One thing I am certain of:  we are living in the last days before Christ’s return. It may not happen in my life-

time, but then again it may. It will happen soon. We must be ready.  

 How did Daniel pray? Well, verse 19 sums it up very well:  O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, 

hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.  
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1. He confessed his sins and those of his people. (How might we pray for other nations if we confess 

not the sins of our own?) 

2. He fell on the mercy and grace of the Lord. 

3. He asked God to listen. 

4. He asked God to hurry things up a bit and get going with bringing the prophecy to pass. (That’s 

called Maranatha!) 

5. And he reminded God that it was all for His glory, in the best interest of His people and His city, 

Jerusalem. 

 

 I find myself in the unique position of loving both the country of my birth, the US, and the country of 

my residence, Russia. It is an easy thing for me to recognize the sins of my peoples and a longing of my 

heart to cry out to the Lord for His mercy and grace toward these nations that they would choose to stand on 

the side of a united Jerusalem as the capitol of Israel. I know that ultimately my prayers flow toward the 

Holy City on the behalf of the children of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, who are my brothers and sisters by 

faith. I remember the words spoken to Daniel about the ultimate purpose of all these events leading up to the 

end of this age:  

 

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and 

to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 

righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. (Daniel 9:24) 

 

All these things must be accomplished to bring salvation to Israel and the people of Russia and all these 

nations who hunger and thirst for the Kingdom of God. 

 

Rev. Kevin N. Webster 

Murmansk, Russia 

May 2014 


